LETTERS • LETTRES

Reduction of pancreatic
anastomotic leakage after
pancreaticoduodenectomy

I have had two letters to the editor
published in Annals of Surgery1,2 regarding a technique for prevention of fistula
after pancreaticoduodenectomy, one in
2008 and one in 2013, presenting a
small personal series without fistula
complication. In this series, the invagination technique was used with an
internal catheter stent in the pancreatic
duct and three non-absorbable sutures
through the pancreatic tissue just proximal to the end of the stump. This
technique prevents pancreatic enzymes
being present at the anastomotic site,
which may be an important factor in
the prevention of fistula.
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Since these publications I have
seen several publications where the
fistula rate was reduced to 10%, and
a recent large study stated that
postoperative pancreatic fistula
remains a troublesome complication after pancreaticoduodenectomy
with no clear consensus regarding
the ideal method of pancreaticoenteric anastomosis.3–5
A study by a high-volume centre to
duplicate the technique described in
the small personal series to ascertain if
the good results are duplicated would
be useful and warranted.
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